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We all experience spiritual dry 
spells when the flames of 
tragedy, loss, and grief blight 
our inner landscape. How can 
you conquer life's fires? 
Discussing issues such as 
marriage, temptation, and 
financial concerns, this study 
shares eight ways you can 
stand firm in Christ. Discover 
how hardships can help you 

Men ς Fireproof Your Marriage 
 

Get in the ACTS 

Please join the pop-in 
Bible Study on Sunday 
mornings at 8:45 
beginning January 3 as 
we begin a study of the 
book of Acts.  NO 
previous Bible study 
experience is necessary, 
and there is no 
ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǊŜŀŘ 
through the book of 
Acts together and learn 
how the church got its 

survive the blaze of life's 
trials! Join a group of men 
that will gather on Monday 
evenings at 7PM starting 
January 11th and 
άCƛǊŜǇǊƻƻŦ ¸ƻǳǊ [ƛŦŜΦέ CƻǊ 
more information about 
this study, contact Rod 
Ciccione ς 847-683-7807 
or email Rod at: 
ciccionechix4@yahoo.com  
 

start.  Yes, all you have to 
do is show up on Sunday 
morning in the Parlor with 
your Bible.  A study Bible 
is great if you have one. 
 
Call Patty or Dave 
Gathman at 847 695-5230 
if you have any questions 
or email: 
pattygathman@att.net. 

Gathering                        Growing                         Going 

mailto:ciccionechix4@yahoo.com
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Saturday, January 23, 2010 from 10 AM ς 2 PM  Cost: $15/Household 
 
Led by Carol Fisher who has a Masters in Social Work 
 
Some topics include: 
 
V The Big D (Discipline) ς Did you know discipline and disciple come 

from the same root word? 
V Out of the Mouths of Babes ς Swearing, whining, lying and arguing 
V Sex 
V Money 
V How protective do we need to be? 
V How do I talk to my teen? 

 
Contact the church office to register or for more information. 

HELP! WE HAVE CHILDREN! 
Seminar for parents of teens and strong-willed children 

Have you checked out freerice.com lately? 

This online quiz for kids 8 and up launched as a vocab builder with a charitable 
twist:  For each correct word match, sponsors donate 20 grams of rice to the 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ²ƻǊƭŘ CƻƻŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

 

If you go to this web site, www.LetsSayThanks.com you can pick out a 
thank you card and Xerox will print it and it will be sent to a soldier that 
is currently serving in  Iraq . You can't pick out who gets it, but it will go 
to a member of the armed services. 
 
How AMAZING it would be if we could get everyone we know to send 
one!!! It is FREE and it only takes a second. 
 
Wouldn't it be wonderful if the soldiers received a bunch of these? 
Whether you are for or against the war, our soldiers over there need to 
know we are behind them. 
 
This takes just 10 seconds and it's a wonderful way to say thank you.  
Please take the time and please take the time to pass it on for others to 
do.  We can never say enough thank you's.  
 
Thanks for taking to time to support our military! 

XEROX IS DOING SOMETHING COOL! 

SALE!!! 
 

Cornerstone 
Cookbooks are 

just $10.00 
each.  Please 
inquire at the 

church office if 
you are 

interested in 
buying one or 

two.  All monies 
collected are for 

the building 
fund! 

http://www.letssaythanks.com/
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Cornerstone Church 2010 Missions of the Month 
 
January ς Soup Kettles (Purple Band)  Goes to support the Elgin Area Soup Kettles that operate 

out of local churches to provide a hot meal to those in need seven days a week.  Includes our Souper Bowl Challenge Sunday 
on January, 31, 2010. 

 

February ς Nothing But Nets (Red Band)   Malaria is killing children daily because they have no protection from mosquitoes.  In 

the poorest parts of the world, insecticide-treated bed nets are the most cost-effective way to prevent malaria. One bed net 
costs $10 and can safely last a family for about 4 years due to a long lasting insecticide woven into the net fabric.  

March ς Pastor Al Family Crisis Fund (Purple Band) Money from this fund goes to help those undergoing financial 

difficulties. Money has been used to help pay for medicines, rent, heat and electric bills, among other things. 

April ς /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ό¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ .ŀƴŘύ  Contributions are made to a select group of mission programs 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ άōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦέ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŜǾŜƴƭȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ 
the designated projects for 2010. 

May ς Cornerstone Youth (Purple Band) Supports the work camp mission trip by providing some scholarship money and 

helping to keep the cost down for each of the participants.  
 

June ς Rockford Urban Ministries (RUM)   (Blue Band) RUM is an outreach of 19 area United Methodist Churches.   RUM 

supports affordable housing and community development especially through its Work Camp program.  Volunteers can work 
an hour, a day or a week.  RUM also reaches out to IV drug users and street women through Harm Reduction Outreach. 

 

July ς tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀ   ό.ǳǊƎǳƴŘȅ Band) Over 50 years, Methodists in Lithuania had been denied their places of 

worship and existence as a religious body.  It was decided to launch an initiative to renew Methodism in Lithuania.  The goal 

of this is to provide basic salary support for pastors.  We will have first hand testimony from Rev. Matt Johnson, Barb and 

{ǘŜǾŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ ŀ tŀǎǘƻǊ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǾŀΣ L[. 
 

August ς Clara Biswas, Missionary in Cambodia   (Indigo Band) Clara is a missionary of the General Board of Global 

Ministries assigned as a community worker in Cambodia.  She works to improve the lives of impoverished children in Phnom 
Penh, many of whom are homeless and live in the street. 

 

September ς Society of St. Andrew (Red Band) The main purpose of the Society of St. Andrew is to feed hungry people 

throughout the U.S.  With their main projects: Potato Project, Gleaning Network, and Harvest of Hope they invite people to 
participate in a hands-on ministry of gleaning fresh produce.  They also have an education component. 

October - Interfaith Food Pantry /P.A.D.S. Elgin (Purple Band)  Money from these funds go to provide food through the 

Interfaith Food Pantry, and overnight shelter to those in need in the Elgin area through PADS. 

November ς ChildServ  (Green Band)  /ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ōǳƛƭŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ 
array of services for children, youth and their families in under-resourced communities in Lake, DuPage and Cook counties.             

December ς Heifer International (Orange Band) HPI is a world wide self-help organization that provides livestock, such as 

heifers, goats, sheep, pigs, rabbits, bees, chickens, water buffalo and other animals, as well as agricultural services to more 
than 84 countries.  Each recipient of an animal agrees to give the first female offspring to someone else in need. 

 

Our Sister Church Relationship with Maple Park qualifies us for the new White Band of the Rainbow 
Covenant. 

 

t 
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January 16 - Laity Convocation ς Sycamore UMC (9:30AM)  
Bishop Felton May, Guest speaker.  All laity are invited to attend. 

 
February 24 ς .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƭƎƛƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  - Palatine UMC. 

¢ƻǇƛŎΥ άhǳǊ [ƛŦŜ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ !ōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜΦέ  
7:00 ς 9:00PM  Laity Gathering. 

Elgin District Opportunities 

Do you have a tidbit of 
information youõd like to 

share with Cornerstone?  Let 
us know by phone, fax, email, 

offering plate, or in-person 
and we will share your news! 

Cornerstone Blood Drive ς ²ƘŜǊŜ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ .ƭƻƻŘΣ 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ [ƛŦŜ 

In celebration of National Blood Donor Month, and in the spirit of Giving 
The Gift of Life, Cornerstone will be hosting a Heartland Blood Center 
Blood Drive on Sunday, January 10, 2010, 8am ς 12 noon.  January is 
always a high blood usage month with lots of elective surgeries and 
winter illnesses.  You can help correct a possible shortage by signing up 
for a convenient time at church on Sunday January 3, or by calling Susie 
Kostka, 847-697-0639. 
 
Be sure to eat a healthy meal and drink plenty of fluids prior to donating.  
A photo ID is required.  By donating blood at a January Blood Drive you 
ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ϷрΦлл aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ !ǊŎƘ /ŀǊŘΦ   
 
How important is donating?  Every 2 seconds someone needs blood; 
more than 500 units are needed daily to save lives in our area; YOUR 
donated blood can be divided to save up to 3 lives; donating includes a 
άƳƛƴƛέ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ пр ƳƛƴΦΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ р҈ 
of the population donates.  Many of us have had family or friends use 
donated blood ς here is your chance to repay that favor.  YOUR help is 
needed!  Call Susie Kostka, 847-697-0639.   
 

DONATE BLOOD ς L¢Ω{ ¸h¦w{ ¢h DL±9 
 

Can you help at the 

REACH store?  All it 

takes is one Sunday a 

year! 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.umc-cornerstone.org 
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The Cornerstone 
January Mission of the 
Month is for our local 
Soup Kettles.  Currently 
7 local churches open 
their doors and provide 
one hot meal per day to 
anyone who feels the 
need to utilize this 
ministry.  No questions 
are asked and 
participants come from 
all age groups, single, 
married couples, 
parents with children, 
etc.  Less than 50% are 
homeless. As we know, 
these recent months 
have been particularly 

difficult and many find 
themselves in 
circumstances beyond 
their control (job loss, 
illness, etc.). The 
availability of this 
service has helped 
them stretch their food 
dollar. 
The Soup Kettles 
operate under the 
umbrella of the Elgin 
Cooperative Ministries 
Board of Directors and 
all operating costs 
come from donations.  
Because of food banks, 

government surplus and corporate donations, 
nutritious meals can be provided for the 80-100 
persons each day, for a fraction of what we might 
pay for a meal at home or at a fast food restaurant.  
But YOUR help is needed to continue to make this 
service remain a reality. 

Mission of the Month January 2010 
 Local Soup Kettles 

Cornerstone has TWO traditions to help this worthy Mission of the Month: 
 
     First: We ask you to save up all your loose change for the month so you can place it in 
                the big metal Soup Kettle on Sunday, January 31, 2010, which we call Souper 
                 Bowl Sunday (bills and cash are also accepted)!  We will once again have a challenge 
                 .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ά¢ƘŜ DƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅǎΗέ  [ŜǘΩǎ {ŜŜ ²ƘƛŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ /ŀƴ ά¢ƛǇ ¢ƘŜ {ŎŀƭŜέ 
                                 
     Second:  We ask you to give up one fast food meal a week in January OR one meal 
                ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ όŘƻƴΩǘ 
               forget the tip). 
 
Donations can also be made throughout the month by using the envelopes provided by the Mission of 
the Month Box, at the main entrance.  Please write MOM in the memo space, and place the envelope in 
the Mission Box, or in the offering plate. 
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1 Emogene Christensen 
1 Margaret Daly 
1 Emily King 
1 Braden Meyers 
1 Graham Nelson 
4 Brooke Gaylord 
4 Chadd Hoppe 
4 Samantha Kryger 
4 Kim Lowery 
4 Nathan Woodruff 
5 Brianna Gardner 
5 Jo Williams 
7 Carl Rippberger 
7 Raja Tilkian 
8 Christian Walikonis 
11 Kyle Beason 
12 Ethan Grontkowski 
12 Charles Horton 
13 Lori Riba 
14 Michael Kefauver 
14 Sarah Kefauver 
14 Tim McClanahan 
15 Brenda Hessenflow 
15 Mackenzie Scott 
16 Jara Ausbury 
16 Helen Hitt 

16 Kory Kamp 
17 Stephanie Gruner 
17 Tristan Johnson 
19 Roger Bear 
19 Jackie Johnson 
19 Ryan Minehart 
20 Sue Spinnato 
21 Cliff Russell 
21 Tom Woodruff 
22 Les Haworth 
22 Patti Peschke 
22 Jessica Woodruff 
22 Keri Woodruff 
24 Donna Saurbaugh 
25 Brennon Grontkowski 
25 Brian (Bo) Price 
26 Jessica Brandes 
26 Al Schening 
27 Brian Fowler 
27 Dorothy Volpp 
28 Jeffrey Klemm 
29 Sydney Shales 
30 Chris Erickson 
30 Wayne Peterson 

 

January A nniversaries  

Harry & Deb McKinney 1/3/2009 

Don & Eileen Leschke 1/8/1977 

David & Jennifer Hahn 1/11/1998 

Dave & Jan Stokes 1/27/1967 

Herb & Terri Lind 1/28/1978 

 

January Birthdays  
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ADVENTURE WITH THE WORD  
I Have A Few Questions To Ask About Prayer: 

Can I talk to God anytime, anywhere?  Are there special words I should 
use when I pray? Should I pay at nighttime or during the day?  Should I sit 
when I pray or lay down in my bed?  Can I pray with my eyes open or 
standing on my head? 
 
¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŀȅΚ  DƻŘΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ά¢ŜǊǊƛŦƛŎΗ IƻƻǊŀȅΗέ 
 
The Bible tells us just what we should know.  Join us for Adventure With 
The Word Sunday School, January 10 to February 21.   
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ς ready, set, GO! 
 

Don’t 
forget to 

bring your 
Bibles 
every 
week! 

MEMORY VERSE: Donõt worry 

about anything.  Instead, tell God 

about everything.  Ask and pray.  

Give Thanks to him.   

Philippians 4:6 

Recycling of 
Pop cans  

 
Please use the 
covered trailer parked 
behind the Youth 
Chapel for recycling.  
The wind has been 
making a mess of our 
recycling efforts. 

Cornerstone Coats Are Keeping People Warm 
 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You to everyone who generously 
donated coats this past fall. Over 150 coats were donated to the 
Clothing Center in Elgin, the Interfaith Food Pantry, and Head Start 
and some were also shared with members of our local community in 
need.  Cornerstone is definitely helping to keep adults and children 
warm this winter. 
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Ò Sweet Life is relational 

and personal ς women 
share their stories and 
become friends. 

Ò Women grow 
spiritually and leave 
able to live out what 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
practical ways. 

Ò At Sweet Life Café, 
women grow 
spiritually as they 
spend personal alone 
time with God through 
the Savoring Time 
With God prayer 
devotion. 

Cornerstone Quilters 
 

 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ 
ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǉǳƛƭǘΚέ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΣ 
we have a great opportunity for you 
to learn a new skill and share in the 
fellowship that quilters have 
enjoyed for years.  The Cornerstone 
Quilters meet once a month at the 
church on the 3rd Wednesday 
evening, 6-9 pm to make quilts for 
donation.  Recently 14 quilts were 
dedicated during worship and then 
delivered to the Crisis Center in 
Elgin, and more are on their way to 
completion.   

No experience is necessary ς we 
continue to have new people join us 
that have never quilted, and most 
supplies are provided.  Bring a 
sewing machine if you have one, if 
not, we share.  Spread the word to 
your friends and plan on joining us 
on Wednesday, January 20, 6-9 pm.  
Call Susie Kostka, 847-697-0639 if 
you have any questions.   

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ нлмл 
Sweet Life Café 
 Where Women Savor Time With God! 

Imagine slowing down and being able to savor alone time with God - 
ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƭƻǾŜΦ  !ǘ {ǿŜŜǘ [ƛŦŜ /ŀŦŞΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ 
of the many things women will enjoy.  So, plan to join us at Cornerstone 
Church on February 26 & 27 for a retreat that will satisfy your craving for 
God, friends, AND spiritual growth.  The cost is $30 per person which 
includes all materials for the weekend, a t-shirt, and 2 meals plus snacks. 
 

IŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŀǎǘŜΧ 
Find a rock from outside.  Take this page and the rock to a quiet place where 
you can reflect as you spend time alone with God. 
 
Rub your fingers over the rock.  Examine the patterns and colors.  What 
makes your rock unique?  Why to you think God made something as 
common as a rock so beautiful? 
 
Read this verse: Psalm 139:14. 
Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is 
marvelous- how well I know it. 
 
¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜΦ  bŀƳŜ мл ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 
wonderful about you.  Even when you feel as common as a rock, there are 
still wonderful and marvelous things to be seen in you.  Savor those 
thoughts.  Keep them fresh in your mind. 
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Chilly days are here and 
soup makes good 
lunches.   A package of 
160 Campbell soup 
labels and 186 Box Tops 
has been mailed to Red 
Bird Mission in 
Kentucky.     

Box Tops for Red Bird Mission 

 
The small basket at the 
church entrance takes 
your labels. 
 

Thank you for 
your continued help. 

 

Did you know that a 
member of Faith UMC 

in Elgin, Hazel Rust, 
started the Red Bird 
craft program which 
became an important 

part of Red Bird 
ministry? 

VETERAN'S MINISTRY: COMING HOME TO CHRIST: 

This is a program designed to help our military men and women come to 
spiritual healing and reconciliation with God and one another in the light 
of the Gospel message. This program will address the issues of Post-
Traumatic Spiritual Stress. These retreats are offered free of charge to 
any soldier in all branches of service. Call, Mary Amore, 630-268-9000 
for details and dates. 
 
Web-site:www.mayslakeministries.org 

Dates to Remember! 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

¶ Upcoming Sermon Series January 10th – February 14th: HELP ME! 

¶ Blood Drive ς January 10 ς 8 AM ς 12 Noon. Church parking lot – mobile unit. 

¶ aŜƴΥ άCƛǊŜǇǊƻƻŦ ¸ƻǳǊ Life” Bible Study, Mondays starting January 11th at 7 PM.  

¶ Youth Trip to Hesed House ς January 16 ς 10 AM ς 4 PM Youth will be serving lunch to the poor and 

homeless at Hesed House in Aurora 

¶ Help! I Am A Parent Of Children Or A Teen! Seminar ς Saturday, January 23 ς 10 AM ς 2 PM,  

Cost is $15/household.  

¶ Fearless ς Imagine Your Life Without Fear Church-wide Small Group Study beginning mid-February 
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CORNERSTONE CHURCH 
A UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATION 
41W170 RUSSELL ROAD 
ELGIN, IL  60124 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHONE: 847-464-4673 
WEBSITE: www.umc-cornerstone.org    

Yes it is Brian Thompson! 
Congrats to: 

Sheila Wagner 
Lynn Johnston 

Cornerstone Church 
847-464-4673 

info@umc-
cornerstone.org 

http://www.umc-cornerstone.org/

