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When I was a newer Christian, trying to figure out this 
stuff about faith and life, I wish that my pastor would have 

offered to teach me how to study the Bible, some introductory 

things about the Christian Faith, some knowledge of Christian 
History, all as a way of helping me apply this stuff to my life in 

practical ways.     

Guess what?   I want to offer this to you this year.   Sunday mornings a t 9 am will be 

devoted to òintroductoryó or òsimplifiedó Bible Study.   Weõll put a book mark where we 
leave off, and weõll open to that bookmark the next week.  There will be no outside 

programming material, no reading every night (unless you wish), just s ome good 

fellowship and learning on Sunday for an hour.    

I want to extend this invitation to everyone who struggles with time management when it 

comes to learning and getting connected to something in the church life.    Please pass it 

along to any you wis h to receive it, member or not.  

Love to you all,  

    

 

 

                             
 

 
 
 

Gatheringé 
        Growingé 

                 Going 

Pastor Paul Meyers 

pmeyers@umc-cornerstone.org 

847-464-4673 (HOPE) 

mailto:pmeyers@umc-cornerstone.org
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From the Desk of Cornerstoneôs Financial Secretary 
 

 

Our new building fund campaign ñGodôs Will ï We Willò starts effective July 1
st
.  For the next 30 months, 

all ñbuilding fundò payments made will be credited to that fund unless you mark your envelope differently 

by using the blank line on the bottom left corner.  Beginning in July, the new offering envelopes will also 

reflect this change.  We have effectively closed out the GIGF (Growing in Godôs Field) campaign and will 

no longer regularly post money to that account (unless you indicate that you want your money to go towards 

that fund). 

 

Anyone who has not been receiving offering envelopes every two months but who wishes to begin receiving 

them, needs to notify either Earl Lowery (earllowery@sbcglobal.net or 847-697-4396) OR by contacting the 

church office  (847-464-4673). This needs to be done before July 15
th
 in order to be added to the next 

offering envelope order for the two-month period of Sept ï Oct.  

 

It is extremely helpful to us if you use the offering envelopes that have been mailed to you. This helps insure 

accuracy and saves a lot of time and trouble for the counters and the financial secretary. If you do not use an 

envelope and just drop your check in the offering plate, someone has to hand write an envelope for you and 

try and make sure that your notations on the check, as to which fund(s) are being given to, are properly 

credited. Due to the large number of checks (and some peopleôs handwriting) we sometimes miss an item or 

mess it up. The financial secretary never sees the checks. All posting to the computer is done from the empty 

offering envelopes. Your cooperation is GREATLY appreciated! 

 

Which of the following would you rather hear from your Finance Committee when you come to 

Cornerstone? 

 

PREFERRED STATEMENT:  Summer is officially here!  Hooray! Hooray! Hooray! 

 

THE USUAL STATEMENT: Summer is officially here! Oh no! Now the people will start taking some 

Sundays (or even the whole summer) off and wonôt come to worship, and the offering will go down, and 

our bills will still keep coming, and weôll get deeper in the holeé.. etc. etc. 

 

Want to help? Donôt take the summer off! When youôre in town, attend worship at Cornerstone! When you 

are traveling, donôt forget to worship wherever you are visiting. Keep us in your prayers every day. 

Participate in the classes, mission opportunities, small groups and programs of Cornerstone each and every 

month all year long.  Make your proportionate gift to Cornerstone even in the summer.  

 

Weôre counting on you to make our sourpusses turn into smiley faces! 

 

 

 

 

 

Earl Lowery, 

Financial Secretary 

mailto:earllowery@sbcglobal.net
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July Mission of the Month  
Suppo rting Larry and Jane Kies in Zimbabwe  

  
The Mission Team has chosen to support Larry and Jane Kies in their ministries in Zimbabwe as our July Mission of 

the Month.  You may remember when Mary Stitt, our conference Mission Interpreter for Zimbabwe visited 

Cornerstone last November and shared stories and pictures from Zimbabwe and her time with the Kies. 

 
The political situation in Zimbabwe is in the current news as they as they struggle with deciding on the leadership of 

the country.  Larryôs notes in his last newsletter help to describe the situation:  ñInflation continues to worsen- the 

largest banknote is now Z$500 million, worth less than US$2 today, and next week Z$50 billion notes will be 
introduced. ZANU-PF has been the ruling party for all of Zimbabweôs 28 years of independence- but the March 29 

elections saw them losing their majority in Parliament for the first time. The presidential results are still not finalized, 

nearly three months later, with the uncertainty causing violence in many areas. Thankfully, the University community 
has not felt threatened on campus.ò 

 

ñWe have discovered in a fresh way that itôs important for Christians to be sharing with more boldness óthe reason for 

the hope that we have in usô (I Tim 4:10).  Someone once said that the Christian is like a bow and arrow in the hand of 
God. God stretches the bow, sometimes to the extent that we feel we cannot take it any more, but the arrow is pointed 

in precisely the right direction, and when Godôs ultimate purpose is in sight, he lets it fly. Christians throughout 

Zimbabwe are feeling the discomfort and pain of the stretching more intensely than ever before. But God is showing 
His people what it means to walk by faith and not by sight. There is a sense that His arrow is poised, ready to bring 

about His great plan for Zimbabwe.ò 

 

 The Kies are helping to educate young people in Zimbabwe and surrounding African countries and are supported by 
the UMC General Board of Ministries.  Larry is a technical advisor on agriculture at Africa University, just outside 

Mutare, the fourth-largest city in Zimbabwe.  Larry serves as a technical advisor at the University, assisting in the 

development of the universityôs farm and working to train a new generation of agriculturalists from countries across 
the continent.   

 

Jane teaches English to students coming from countries where English is not spoken.  Larry was born in Jesup, Iowa 
and Jane was born in Ndola, Zambia and grew up in Southern Africa and England.      

Larry and Jane have four children:  Ben, 20 is currently attending Harvard University and excited about his trip to 

China this summer. Pule, 18, has graduated high school and will start college at Iowa State in Sept.  Carly is in high 

school, and Michael, 9 is attending grade school. 
 

Be sure to check out the Mission Team board in the front hallway.  There are 

pictures of the students Larry is working with and of their family, as well as 
copies of their most recent newsletter and some previous ones.  Look thru these 

newsletters, as there are many pictures and stories of the lives they have touched.  

They are a wonderful example of a family sharing their many talents with 
families overseas. With the current political situation in Zimbabwe, it is great to 

know you can have a positive impact by supporting individuals like the Kies 

family.  YOU can help support their ministry by placing a donation in the 

collection plate, writing MOM for July in the memo space.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Susie Kostka 

Mission Team   

847/697-0639 

sukostka@comcast.net 
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Recycling Goal for May 2008 - August 2008  
 

Your organization must recycle 11.36 tons (22,720  lbs.) to win $250.  
OR 

Your organization must recycle 11.84 tons (23,680  lbs.) to win $500.  
 

 

Welcome to the What's Your Goal program! If your organization can meet one of the goals above, you will 

win. Recycle more paper than you did last year. Recycle 20% more paper during the 4 months (May 2008 - 

August 2008) of the program period and win $250. If your organization recycles 25% more paper during this 

time period, you will win $500. For a complete copy of the rules, go to 

www.PaperRetriever.com/WhatsYourGoal/Rules. 

 

Your paper recycling coordinator will receive a participation kit 

during the month of April for this program. These kits will include a 

yard sign, poster and some tools to better communicate your paper 

recycling effort to your organization and supporting community. 

 

Starting May 20, 2008, you can check your organization's progress 

on-line at www.PaperRetriever.com/WhatsYourGoal/Progress. 

Please note that your Customer Number (provided above) will be 

required to access your account on-line. The paper recycling weights 

will be updated weekly. If your organization meets or exceeds their 

recycling challenge, they will be notified no later than September 15, 

2008. 

 

Get organized to hit the ground running and reach your paper recycling goal! 

 

Good luck!!   Paper Retriever® 

 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  

 

The Knitty Grittys  
 
The Knitty Grittys invite interested persons (male or female) to a Prayer Shawl dedication service 
on Sunday, July 13 at 9:30 am in the small meeting room by the front door.  Perhaps you know of 
someone in need of a shawl. 
 
There is a need for knitters, crochetters and even weavers.  If shawls are too large, a project to 
consider is baby caps for the hospital.  Yarns, needles, loams, instructions, and help�² all are 
available by contacting Bernice Anderson (847-741-9378. 
(P.S.  Recently a left hander learned to knit.) 
 
Bernice Anderson 
Bander9329@aol.com 
847-741-9378 

 


