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The Growth Plan

Would you ever just jump on an airplane and take a trip without knowing where you were going to
l and? I woul dnoét either. I would take ti me
most reasonable rate. | would pack appropriate luggage. | have noticed that too many people
treat the uniting with a congregation like getting on an airplane without knowing the destination.
This booklet is designed to help you chart a course, and reach your destination, which | believe is
Vital, Active Faith in Jesus Christ! | believe that the plan described in the following pages is not
just this churchés plan for your growth and
lived out from now until that glorious time when you meet him face to face.

It is important that you know th at this is a serious plan, for serious people who are attempting to
understand and respond to God T who is serious about transformation and salvation. You can
begin at your pace. I n the first secti ondseey
how Cornerstone models itself as a living response to the Gospel through its Core Values. In the
second section, youol/ get the opportunity t
on your own beautiful path. And then, mostimportant | vy, youdl | be given
your faith out and grow, through a personal one -to-one time with one of your pastors.

Your pastors are here to help lead you and guide you. However, we cannot grow for you, nor can
we do your ministry for you. In fact, only through the living Spirit of God will you grow. You begin
that growth by saying, fiYesdo to God. That A
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through this processéthis Plan of Growt h!nGrade, pr ay
Truth, and Love.

Sincerely, In the Grip of Christ,

52D

Pastor Paul Meyers
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Thank you for being our Guest!! We want to be your home church!!
Q: What ar e sCaeaMalees ant \WHYE 0

A: The Gospel Storyi Why Christians are Christians

Have you ever seen yourself on a unique journey of discovery? Believe it or not, proclaiming
yourself a professing Christian and pledging to grow in your Christian Falta exquivalent of
embarking of a journey of discovery that will be unfolding for the rest of your life!

The Bible is the sourcebook of so much of this discovery. Certainly, the Bible is the place where the
Revelation of God and the story of this jowymngfound. The Gospel Story finds its origin in the

Old Testament History of the People of Israel. Throughout the years that comprise the Old
Testament, God was forming the People. Their story is the story of People realizing their chosen
place in hisbry, rebelling against their place and their God, and returning to dependence and
relationship with God. Along the way, they were given rules to guide them to safe and peaceful life,
Prophets to enforce those rules, Priests to guide them in worship estidrade, Kings to rule and

govern them, and a Homeland to go to where their lives would be fulfilled through love and
obedience to God. Even with all they were given, they chose to live for themselves and by their own
standards.

The most beautifulpac f t he Bi bl e is the Gospel story, hc
earth in the person of Jesus Christ, gave a new law, and became Prophet, Priest, King, Redeemer an
Deliver for all people, by his death on the cross and resurrection to diferndlhis is the story

proclaimed through celebrations like Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. Christians today
are people who have heard that story and are making it their own, letting that story infiltrate every
aspect of their lives.

Did you know that Jesus Christ loves you unconditionally? Unconditional is not a word we
understand culturally. Ours is a culture of conditions and rules. The love of Christ breaks those
rules and conditions, and that breaking happened once for all omab®e Gt happened once for all,

and that means that you were on the mind and heart of Jesus that day. Jesus wants you with him for
eternity. Do you want that? If you do, then you are a professing Christian.

Our Three Core Responses

What Christ @ for us on the cross was free. No Strings. No Contingencies. No Conditions.

How do you accept a free gift? Usually, when a gift is given in a free or spontaneous manner, the
recipient wants to give back i humangiftsgcansdvity or f
should be so much more true with Free gifts of life and eternal life from Christ!

So, what we believe at Cornerstone, is that at a certain point of time, a decision needs to be made

to respond to Christ. For you, that time is nos a traditional hymn of our faith says] ove s o
amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my\&Hien | Survey the Wondrous Cross, 1980,
United Methodist Publishing House) Deci ding
love moves a @ristian fromastand | one AProfessingo Christian t
becoming a Fully Devoted Follower of Christ.



While Jesus was here, he gave Two Great Commandments. Heosaidhe Lord your God with

all your heart, mind, soul, anstrength, and Love your neighbor as yoursé@Wlatthew 22: 3440)

He believed that living out those two commandments as a response and through his unconditional
l ove fulfilled al/l ot her commandment s. As a
devoted followers of Christ, you join others who hold two primary Core Values:

Loving God

Loving Others

I n his resurrected body, Jesusod visited his d
became a plan of action for them. It is also tla@ pf action for Cornerstone. He saidl,

authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and

teaching them to obey ey#ning | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the

very end of the agéMatthew 28: 180) At Cornerstone, our plan of action is, that no matter

what we are doing, we will strive with all that we are to

Proclaim Christ

Core Values Are Lived Out In Community

You cannot be a Christian alone. There i s nc
Christian. In fact, the church was then and is now the place where people gathered to worship God,
grow in faith, challenge thworld and their own influence of the world, and hold each other
accountable in their growth process. Corner
invitation to be a part of this wonderful, dynamic, egeswing community of Christians wHwave
pledged together to grow in knowledge and love of Christ until one day we see him face to face!



Denominational Affiliation T The United Methodist Church

What We Believe
As United Methodists, we have an obligation to bear a faithful @misvitness to Jesus Christ, the
l iving reality at the center of the Churchos
critically on our biblical and theological inheritance, striving to express faithfully the witness we
make in our own tne.

Social Principles
The United Methodist Church has a long history of concern for social justice. Its members have
often taken forthright positions on controversial issues involving Christian principles.

History of the Church
On April 23, 1968, The Uted Methodist Church was created when Bishop Reuben H. Mueller,
representing The Evangelical United Brethren Church, and Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of The
Methodist Church joined hands at the constituting General Conference in Dallas, Texas. The United
Methodst Church shares a common history and heritage with other Methodist and Wesleyan bodies.
The lives and ministries of John Wesley (1i70891) and of his brother, Charles (170788), mark
the origin of their common roots. The Second Great Awakening wamthmant religious
development among Protestants in America in the first half of the nineteenth century. Through
revivals and camp meetings sinners were brought to an experience of conversion. Circuit riding
preachers and lay pastors knit them into a eotian.

The Constitution
The organization of each unit in the church is carefully spelled out in the Book of Discipline. All
members are at least acquainted with the local church. It includes those who have professed their
belief in Christ, have been bag#d, and have taken the vows of membership.

For more on the Beliefs and Practices of the United Methodist Church, check on line at
www.umc.orgor ask for your own copy afhe Book of Disciplinen the Church Office



http://www.umc.org/

Q: What is Expected of Me?

Whenever we unite with any group or organization, there are expectations. For example, if you were
to join a snowmobile club, you would most likely be expected to own a snowmobile, to pay dues in
order to ride theled on club grounds, to attend riding events where you would talk to other riders

and perfect your snowmobile with new improvements and repairs. Every organization that we join
has expectations.

Uniting with a congregation is somewhat the same, andrygtiely different. To join with

Cornerstone Church is not to formally join an organization where there will be membership rites and
passages. Instead, to join is to unite with Christians across the world through a personal affirmation
of your faith inJesus Christ as the Lord and Savior of your life. Cornerstone Church has a set of
expectations for its members and attendees, yet for a much different reason than institutional
survival, such as a Snowmobile Club.

The expectations of this church areqmnal expectations that are lived out through community
fellowship. These are explained below in two categories: Active Growth and Active Participation.

Answer #1- Active Growth

It is clear upon reading the Bible, that wherever Jesus went, pgepganoved and changed.

Because of this change, people followed him. The longer his ministry went, the more people
followed. Active Growth means that the Christian Faith is a faith in motion, not a faith that stands
still. Christians are either growin their faithrelationship with Christ and each other or not. At
Cornerstone, the belief is clear that you cannot believe in Jesus for very long before that belief
demands a response. Our best responswhaves a p
done, I will grow in my relationship with you.

Seed, Sprout, Growing Plant, Bearing Fruit

Even though each person who unites with Cornerstone Church does so with the intention of growing

in faith, it is certadensctrhiaptt itohne raeb o ust nwh afitc oao
looks like. The Christian Journey is a dynamic journey of an individual working out their salvation,

someti mes with Afear and trembling, 6 someti me
Cornest one is alive when peoplebds faith is |ivect

journey. You may be someone who is brand new to the faith. You may be someone who has
professed Christianity all your life. You may have drifted away from the bHara while and are

just now returning. No matter who you are, the starting place for you is acknowledging that Jesus
Christ |l oves you unconditionally and wishes t
(John 10:10) It is best to g that journey today, right where you are. Use these following
illustrations to help you identify your starting place.



The Seed. Just like a seed that is planted in the grgand Christian Faith could be
Ahi dden inside of you. 0 You know itf¢
planted is there. But it cand6t be
wrong with identifyi ngfaith.olnstea eflfeblingsbad ok
guilty about that, think of it this way: The rest of your life can be an amazing

discovery of the plan and place God has for you as you grow, blossom, and bea

The Sprout. New plants that are just sproutingof the ground are tender and
fragile. They have some serious growing to do, because even though they a
sprouting, they are still not yet what they will be someday. Sprouts need wal
sunlight, and nutrition for them to grow. As Christians, wefedeby the Word of
God, watered in a dynamic worshipping community, and warmed by the Holy
Spirit who makes us grow. A word of caution: A sprout can be flooded with-
much water, dry up with too much sunlight and not enough water, killed off b
too mich fertilizer. The only way to stay healthy as a sprouting Christian is tc
grow in relationship to others who can help you be balanced.

The Growing Plant. Growing plants produce oxygen which sustains life art
them. They are vital and most imgamtly, they are rooted in soil. Most of the
time their roots are at least as deep as they are tall. What a great illustratic
a vitally active and growing Christian. Rooted in the love and grace of our
Jesus Christ, a growing Christian livastive world and contributes to the worl
butis growingonheavewar d, t oward an eternal
The very same elements which could have strangled the growing plant at ¢
younger stage are needed in greater quantities in ordertainsiist growth for
the long haul. The Christian Faith is a marathon, not a sprint, and the rac
not always won by those first, but always run by those who keep on runnin
Keep on growing!

Bearing Fruit. The purpose of a seed is to grmwake more seeds. The
purpose of growing in faith is to spread and share that faith. At a certain
in the Christian Journey, a call must be answered to help grow other
Christians. Maybe that call is to teach, or lead a group of believers, get
engayed in mission, or start a new ministry. The Christian Faith is only o
generation away from extinction, and as we grow we are also called to g
others. Bearing Fruit is so important that Jesus talked abduwnt: the vine;
you are the branchedf you remain in me and me in you, you will bear mu
fruit; apart from me you can do nothingohn 15:5



Il n this next sect.i
where you start fr
stop growing!!

on of The ydmgrowanddewelbparom y ou
om s t

0
What 6s i mportant i h

Answer #2- Active Participation and Support

Cornerstone Church is as strong as its reach, and its reachndecthrough your participation.
Here are some tips on how to join the movement of Cornerstone:

|. Make the Core Values yourown

Loving God, Loving Others, and Proclaiming Christ are written on the wall of the church

in stone. That is only a metapteo that we all begin to allow God to write them on our
hearts through an i mmersion in unconditiao
|l ove by making Gododés values their values
making Goddés values your s

1 Active Worshipit ake a | ook at the next page ¢
the Bible verse which leads off the proce$&at at the name of Jesus, every knee
should bow, on heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jis Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the FatlieRhil. 2:10
When we worship someone or something, we are ascribing honor, praise and awe.
The worship of our Triune God is the most essential facet of our growing
community. How often we are in wdnip tells God what place He has in our
lives. Fully devoted followers worship God weekly.

Notice that the sheet on the next page divides the Growth Process up into
dimensions, answering certain questions according to different steps of our faith
journey . A person who is a ASeed of Fai
than a person who is fiActively Growing
one category instead of another. It is only wrongt&yin that category. Be

honest with yowself, and mark where you are. Sign and date it. Make a promise

to God to grow from where you are starting today! When you meet with the

pastor, there will be time to openly ask questions and discuss your plan of action.



Vision of Worship: That at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, on heaven and on earth and under the earth, and

WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
WHERE ARE YOU CALLED TO GROW?

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fafter.2:10

Dimensionsof

Worship
Why do we To pl ea goget| Topraise God andtq Growing awareness off  Surrender to God.
worship? something for myself thank God. Godods pres
from God. outside of church.
How do we iOn my o wn| Inrealizationthat!l | A willingnessto be led| Obedience and trust o
worship? Ego driven, wantingtol need t o b in the right direction God. Jesus is ithe
be in control. asking for directions| and sometimesleading dr i ver 6s s
Observation only. from Godg others! | worship Him through
daily living!

When do we When itos ( Onceaweekon Daily through quiet In everything | do!
worship? my schedule. Sunday morning. time/devotions.

Where do we
worship? (Spiritual
habits)

AiSpiritual
at churchi someone
else leads me in them

Build a routine of
daily spiritual habits

I memorized prayers

at meal and bedtime

Spiritual habits are for
guidance/forgiveness/g
ving thanks.

At all times and alll
places, my life isvhere
| worship.

Awareness of God.

God is Real.

God is around me.

God is with me.

God is in me and
overflowing to others.

Directions: Initial where you are now. Highlight or circle where you would like to grow toward and make a plan to get
there When you are done take another step in another category.




1 Active Discipleshipi Those who first followed Jesus in the Bible were called

ADiIi sciples. 0 A more modern term for L
i mportant in the worpgbkefibi poi pteboasnde
ADi scipline. o That word carries with

intentional and deliberate focus necessary for faith growth and formation. Active
participation means beginning a routine of Discipline

There are many Spiritual Disciplines. Among these are Scripture reading and
memory, prayer, fasting, meditation, and there are many more. The Vision sheet
on Discipleship divides the Growth Pro
parenthesis asfdl -in-the-blank for many spiritual disciplines. This is an

identifier for helping you start your journey of growth through Discipleship

toward becoming a Fully Devoted Follower of Christ. It is not wrong to be in one
category instead of another. ltasly wrong to stay in that category. Be honest

with yourself, and mark where you are. Sign and date it. Make a promise to God

to grow from where you are starting today! When you meet with the pastor,

there will be time to openly ask questions andwks your plan of action.

(The last section of this book gives you a glance at some of tgeing
programs that you can participate to help you grow in Discipleship)






